INTRODUCTION                xllx

least degree hypocritical or affected in him,unless the affecta-
tion of disclaiming all the appearance of piety, for fear of
bringing its reality into question." This is the testimony
of one who knew him well, and it supplies an answer to the
doubts which suggest themselves when the claim is made
for Swift that he was a man of religious conviction. He
was a "hypocrite inverted." His was, as it has been
expressed, the "Pharisaism of the publican," that is, he
habitually concealed his better self from the world, and, so
far as he could, from his friends. The story that Delany
tells l of Swift hiding from his guests at the Deanery, that
his habit was to read family prayers every night for his
servants, discloses a side of Swift's character to which suffi-
cient attention has not always been paid.

It is, indeed, lamentably true that nothing was sacred from
his satire. The "Tale of a Tub," perhaps the greatest
monument of his genius, contains many things which no
man of reverent mind could have brought himself to write.
And his verses " On the Day of Judgment" provide
material for an even graver indictment. For in these
verses Swift seems to ridicule as unworthy of credit so
widespread and fundamental a belief as that of the future
judgement of mankind. This is to go much further than
the "Tale of a Tub." In that work he lashes with his
satire what he takes to be the corruptions and superstitions
of modern Christianity. The extravagant tenets, as he
regards them, of the Calvinists are ridiculed no less
heartily than the dogmas and practices of the Church of
Rome, with which he had no sympathy, and of which he
wrote with a scornful contempt. But he claimed to have
attacked nothing which a member of the Church of Eng-
land held dear. Martin, who represents Anglican Chris-
tianity in his parable, is drawn with a gentler hand than
Peter or Jack, although he does not entirely escape cari-
cature. Indeed the " History of Martin " did not appear in
any of the " authorized " editions of the work* And Swift's
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